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A STRATEGIC CATALOGUE OF ROMAN [MPEY

Cartography, Tactics, and the Evolution of the Legions (264 BC - 553 AD)

For the Romans it supplied the ideals of purity, devotion and self-control... [they] submitted themselves to a severe moral discipline. — Hymn To King Helios
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€€ From the forging of the Republic to the Z
defense of Byzantium, the Roman state existed
in a condition of perpetual mobilization.99
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the legions.
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BELLIGERENTS: }!:
Rome vs.
Carthage

INNOVATION: |}
The Maniple |§
System

CASUALTIES: ;
~50,000 Romans |} ;
(Cannae)

SOURCE:
Livy, Books
21-30




PRy

S EE—

T i

b P o e ] |

- F-rm—'m

(+) ENGINEERING CONQUEST: ALESIA (52 BC) (&)
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CONTRAVALLATION
(Facing In)
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[IRCUMVALLATION
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- ANALYSIS: The Legionary carries his house. Caesar’s
_ victory was achieved not by the sword, but by the spade,
constructing 25 miles of fortifications in weeks.
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= Y RESULT: Surrender of Vercingetorix.
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_CIVIL WARS: PHARSALUS (48 BC) -

“They threw no spears, but crashed
swords and axes through helmets
and breastplates. They could
recognize one another... fighting to
decide the issue of the whole war.”

Flank / 'ﬂ Fourth Charge . — Tacitus
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Pompey’s : : % Surprise
Cavalry g -~ Counter-

THE FACE COMMAND:

Caesar ordered his troops to aim their pila at
the faces of the enemy cavalry, banking on the

vanity of the young aristocrats who feared
facial scarring more than death.
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LIMITS OF EMPIRE: BRITAIN & GERMANIA
R

ey P S ol
el '-i.-

Rﬂﬂ‘msr:mm

u_.nra-; ‘

| luilowg gy, _,

Hﬂnﬂ:unmL _‘,.- T

~ o=

,-i:r .._: II-;L... .. G- e, ::- : 1 o | T g g . \‘ > { .1:..- Il: L lrr-_ :"--; .:"F:a- ..-:_. "' J \ e IIII.-...-. %0
: | e LTS BRGNS/ Vel ') t Qu;”ﬂh VHF‘E’, I,ggqgﬂgs rgddg
g ) MRV SN A SIS N S AR K (‘Jarus gwe me bar:k m}’ legmns'}

COMPARATWE
_ _ & _ CAMPAIGN ANALYSIS:
' h' '5‘ 3 ' .o - = nrarn dole. T T ’fﬂ 7 Asymmetric Ambush.
il e ' RIRR R T LT GERMANIA: Terrain Hostile.
NN ac : ~—— | : : ——— Outcome: Retreat.
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Conventional Conquest.
BRITAIN: Open Field.

Outcome: Victory.
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- TOTAL SIEGE: JERUSALEM (70 AD

“The Temple of Jerusalem is
,..-I..I:-..:'._-..‘.I__.._I___ # Y X 2
e | burned against Titus’s orders.
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Technique: Circumvallation combined
with aggressive ramp construction to
negate elevation advantages.
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" THE EASTERN RIVAL ]ULIAN S PERSIAN WAR (363 AD) |
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JULIAN THE APOSTATE.
Died in the retreat, marking

| TACTICAL PROBLEM: . V" the end of major offensive  ANE o) -
| || Heavy Infantry vs. Mobile Cavalry. " "\ \ ambitions in the East. 2 F

“In the scorching sands of Persia, he encouraged his men by fighting in the front ranks.” — Ammianus Marcellinus




. .5 R TR PO DN T B O— it — "

" CATALOGUE OF STRATAGEMS (FRONTINUS) |
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THE SINEWS OF WAR: LOGISTICS & KIT
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u “It is a fair day's work for one labourer to cut an acre of grass... u |
hayfield should be irrigated again.” — Pliny -
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THE CRISI S OF THE THIRD CENTURY |

| Maximinus Thrax AN

| Gordian1 = ACSAN
Gordian II /
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LATE DEFENSIVE DOCTRINE
EARLY EMPIRE: FORWARD DEFENSE
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(Border Guards)

(Field Army)
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: “The wailing of the infinite.” — Ammianus Marcellinus E
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£’ THE LAST STAND: GOTHIC WARS (535-554 AD)
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DEFENSE OF ROME (537 AD)

Belisarius’s Ghost War.

archers top atlop and
immediately retreat.

w- - Note: “Wolf Pits” used
s &~ outside the gates,

Justinian’s reconquest destroyed the very thing it sought to save.
Rome was retaken, but left in ruins.
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A boarding bridge with a spike, allowing Romans
to engage in hand-to-hand combat, effectively
turning sea battles into land battles.

Hinge
Mechanism

“ Garamond Premier Pro, Iron Grey
‘-Tr';‘,'!’ P Eamasa T

A ballista-fired grappling
hook used to ensnare enemy
ships at a distance, enabling
boarding or capsizing.
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= iy ; Antony &
Augustus’s Cleupatras
Fleets Ja, =% Fleet
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~ “Plin y notes dolphins carrying dead com r T,,

a sombre reflection on the sea’s nature.”
Source citation: Appian / Frontinus
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THE LEGACY OF MARS

CATALOGUE OF TRIUMPHS (SELECTED)
GENERAL YEAR CONFLICT
SCIPIO AFRICANUS (201 BC) - Zama
POMPEY THE GREAT (61 BC) - Mithridatic Wars
TITUS (71 AD) - Jewish War
TRAJAN (106 AD) - Dacian Wars
AURELIAN (274 AD) | - Restitutor Orbi_s_

A book... one the rain cannot close.
L A spiral of scenes... men will read it with their feet.
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¥ TR_AN SITION: Republic > Empire > Byzantium > Europe.




