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The Senones, led by Brennus, migrate
south from the Po Valley, displacing
Etruscan populations. The conflict begins

not as an invasion of Rome, but as a

[ ] L] [ ] L .
diplomatic failure at Clusium, where STRATEGIC CONTEXT: THE NORTHERN SHADOW
Roman ambassadors violated the “law of

nations,” providing Brennus a casus belli. . 390 BCE | The Senones Migl'ilti()ﬂ
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" GEOGRAPHY: THE TRAP) AT THE ALLIA
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11 Miles from Rome. The Roman Tribunes choose
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a defensive line that becomes a killing box., &= =
.#— . f -

The Left Wing is pinned against the non-fordable
Tiber (no retreat). The Right Wing rests on

{ - the hills.The central plain is too wide
for thee levy to cover without

thinning the line. (—T
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 ROMAN FORCE STRUCTURE: THE BRITTLE PHALANX T

The army is a levy of citizens based on the Classis census. ke | NI - !
Equipment: Round bronzxe shield (clipeus) |
and thrusting spear. i 1T Il

- . Halli ' S l il
{ - Strength: Frontal defense. SO | Y, . . )

Weakness: Zero maneuverabilitry."tl | l ¥ bl ] " IS
. _ 3 AT

This is a pre-manipular formation, ‘ \ _ =l ,, — / AT /i / A ;/ .
rigid and bound by class hlEI‘ElI‘ChY '- =y |
. rather than military merit.
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" GALLIC WARBAND: THE KINETIC TIDE

Tactics of Shock. The Senones g
fight in a cuneus (wedge) or — / £<
loose mob.

Armament: Long slashing
swords and tall oval shields.
Lf’ f
Doctrine: The Baritus (war [A ¥
cry) followed by a sprint to N\
shatter theenemy line /25 P8WA"
through sheer momentum 7 /42> 2"\
and psychological . 3
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THE DEPLOYMENT ERROR: STRETCHING THE THREAD

Critical Mistake. Fearing the wider Gallic frontage, Roman tribunes extend their center.
The phalanx loses its depth—its primary source of stability. The line becomes paper-thin.
Reserves are stationed too far away on the right hill to plug the inevitable gaps.
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THE ASSAULT: PSYGHOLOGICAL RUPTURE -~
[ | s FE
‘ o ,
The charge is faster than anticipated. The noise of the war cry and the visual 7" ° W

terror of the host shatters the Roman nerve. The levy flinches before contact. The
“push of pike” never happens—the line is broken by fear before the iron hits.
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ROMAN COLLAPSE: COHESION FRILURE

The Center Evaporates. Once the phalanx is penetrated,
long spears become useless. The Gauls use their height
advantage to chop over the shields. The

formation dissolves into fleeing individuals.
[t is no longer a battle; it is a hunt.
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 FLIGHT TO THE TIBER: THE RIVER OF DEATH

The Casualty Event. Panic drives the Left Wing into
the river. Weighted down by armor and exhausted, the
hoplites drown in the currents or are cut down on the

slippery banks. The river, intended as a guard,

becomes a grave.




THE RESERVE FAILS: &
RETREAT TO VEII = e

Abandonment. The reserves on
the Crustumerian hill witness the
massacre of the center. Instead _ - 7=
the walls, they flee north to the 5
ruins of Veii. This leaves the e
road to Rome completely

undefended.
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e 1.Terrain: Misuse of the river

s trap.

e 2. Inflexibility: Phalanx unable

to refuse the flank.
e 3.Depth: No fresh troops to
plug gaps.

..~ ® 4, Psychology: Unprepared for
. \ : _' '. Shock Doctrine.

“No lives were saved by fighting,

; v, only by flight.” — Livy b/
Vi i




Sy
e g

o .
o
. . -
e .
= o I 5 e ol T Satate s ' . {
o, A . = : o - :.:‘::I-I:l-q o, :.:-'I:I'.- : r
| E 1 i ¢ RroondodT | S s M.
= T A = Te ] e e
o ) 7, st | | ; L - AR s e - i
ol et e 1 rea o o 1 :.'-:' 2 :
: DAty | fai o wx ol . .
A e e = - P
= -;.} -, v
- - { ¥
e :'J'.r i
o, Si= af 2 ) i
. RN
2 = L ¥
ok = L.
S T

The Uncanny Valley. The , K| |
psychological shock is so total /- . “[[ i TP
that fleeing troops fail to : e T Rl - =
close the city gates. The N === |
Gauls hesitate, suspecting a , s = = o e
trap because the victory (PR Daus T NS RO s
was too easy. The city = VL BN S S '
lies open. — W P =
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THE SACK:FIRE AND SHRDOW

Slaughter of the Elite. Elderly AR LN s ANde
Senators, refusing to flee, await oA\ @ WY 774
their fate in their vestibules. They s )

aret killed where they sit. N \Z0sw) Y

The physical city is looted and
burned, though the Citadel
(Capitoline Hill) remains the A\ ;

' ey ./ =/
last pocket of resistance. < Ay @2
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ANACHTIREDS (ST L LT vl b
Historiography. The myths of the Geese of Juno and w\L i ) W
Camillus’s last-minute rescue are likely later NN
propaganda. The operational reality: Rome
paid the ransom (gold for peace) and the
Gauls eventually departed due to
disease. “Vae Victis” (Woe to the
Conquered) remains the
thematic truth.
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" THE CATALYST: PAIN AS TEACHER

Military Evolution. The Allia drives the gradual
shift to the Manipular System.

New Equipment: Scutum (body coverage)
and Pilum (charge breaking).
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New Formation: Triplex Acies W Vealt: BN = =k
(Checkerboard) ensures RN, =8 !
depth and flexibility.
J (W © ‘\

o o \ ‘\.
Scutum (body coverage)
Pilum (charge breaking)
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{FOUNDATIONAL TRAUMA: THE BIRTH OF RESILIENGE®
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Metus Gallicus. The tear of the
Gaul cures Rome of amateurism.
The disaster necessitates the
construction of the Servian Wall
and justifies future preemptive
conquests.

Rome is no longer a city-state; it
is a war machine designed to
ensure this never happens
again.
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