GASUS BELLI:
THE TARQUINIAN

* Strategic Context: Expulsion of Tarquinius Superbus (c. 509
BCE). A final regime-change operation to reclaim the throne.
* Coalition Dynamics: Rome is isolated. The Latin League
provides manpower; the Tarquins provide legitimacy.

* Roman Response: Appointment of Aulus Postumius Albus
as Dictator—suspension of democracy for crisis management.
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« Topography: Volcanic crater basin.
Soft, marshy ground restricts Y
heavy infantry mobility.

» Tactical Constraints: The crater
rim provides anchor points, but the
basin forces line compression. -

* Mechanics: Geography dictatesa ° --
frontal collision. Noroom for . .~

flanking.
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/ [ IS » Mirrored Lethality <<
) - » Roman Forces: Early Republican levy. Rigid heavy infantry phalanx.
>> e Latin

: Coalition: Mirror composition. Shared military heritage ensures high attrition. 4 ¢ 3
l e The Exiles: Tarquin-led shock troops. High motivation (reclaiming property/lives). - 3 i
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Centralized control. Summary execution for  [ZZ/@s
cowardice. 5
Latin (Mamilius): Feudal coalition. Relies on &
personal charisma and clan loyalty.

Psychology: A 'Civil War’ dynamic; former
subjects fighting former masters.
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* Mechanics: The "Othismos" (Shove).
Rear ranks push front ranks.
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% * Tactics: Pure attrition. Battle - *
; devolves into individual duels within

..+ the formation.

,." - * Tarquin’s Fury: The initial impact is

WY.»---*.....  driven by the hate of the exiles.
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Doctrine: Early Equites
lacked stirrups; shock
charges were unstable.

Environment: Volcanic
mud acts as a friction
multiplier, neutralizing
cavalry speed.

Valerius’s Gambit:
Attempted ‘Heroic’
charge against Tarquin

fails. Flanked and killed.
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"\ PSY-OPS: THE DIOSCURI INTERVENTION
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*The Myth: Legend states appeared to aid Rome.

* Operational Reality: Postumius utilizes religious fervor to arrest Vows a to Castor.
,.* Effect: Divine rumor actsasa , reinvigorating the exhausted line.
R
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Tiotatorl: assemblate the Roman beglisma and honeatrr holdrs
dorayed. Roman legionries perfect barrier of malhing and is secrett
contuctt strinn pforrnation inveltiaay areumated barron.

Crimson Pro

* Tactical Shift: Deployment of
the Dictator's personal guard
(reserves).

* Draconian Discipline: ”

" policy. Wavering
troops are forced back into
the kill zone.

* Stabilization: The bending
line snaps back into a rigid
wall.
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* The Duel: Herminius vs. Mamilius. The last gasp of “Homeric” warfare.

* Outcome: Both commanders fall.

* Command Vacuum: With Mamilius dead and Tarquin incapacitated, the
Latin “center of gravity” disintegrates.
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IACTICAL INN[]\IATI[IN THE HYBRIl] TURN

¥ CAVALRY

Crimson Pro

* The Move: Roman Equites
dismount to fight as heavy
infantry.

* Force Multiplier: Fresh,
high-quality armor enters the
grinding infantry line.

* Social Cohesion:
Aristocrats “sharing the
danger” with the plebs
breaks the Latin will.

.......
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* The Break: Latin line shatters under pressure from dismounted knights.
* Pursuit: Remounted cavalry inflict maximum casualties during the rout.
* End Game: The Tarquin restoration attempt is physically extinguished.
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/ * **Annalistic Tradition: Livy embellishes with Homeric duels and gods.
ll

¢ ***Likely Reality: A gritty shove-match decided by exhaustion and reserve management
* **Source Criticism: The "heroic" layer is a later Roman gloss on a brutal civil conflict. /
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** Foedus Cassianum: The Latin League submits to Roman prima(':yﬂ.‘
** Geopolitics: Secures Rome’s flank for future expansion (Volsci/Aequi).
** Dynastic End: Tarquinius Superbus dies in exile. The Monarchy is dead.




**Cultural Impact: Temple of Al

Castor and Pollux established ~ S oS S _ i
S T AL .. |
**|dentity: Rome learns D 2N Y L R

that State

Discipline >

Individual Valor.
**Legacy: Lake Regillus
is the forge where the
Republican war
machinewas
tempered.
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