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~ THE CHRONICLERS

THE BUREAUCRAT:
MARCELLINUS COMES

Role: Illyrian courtier
serving Justinian.

Style: The ‘Ticker Tape’
of history. Precise,
annalistic, focused on
the East, natural
disasters, and imperial
succession.

66 I have continued the
work... following only the
Eastern empire... with
simple straightforward
calculation.” 99

0 THE INSIDER:
| ANONYMUS VALESIANUS

Role: A biographer -
based in Ravenna. =
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Style: The ‘Tabloid’ =\
chronicler. N\
Narrative-driven,
focused on
personalities, court
gossip, and the
paradox of
Theodoric.
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Tone: A mixture of
admiration for
competence and horror
é at heresy.
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379 AD: Theodosius made
| emperor at Sirmium.
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395 AD: Death of *ems o
Theodosius; Empire split between
Arcadius and Honorius.
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389 AD: Destructinn
@ of the Temple of
Serapis (Alexandria).
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Quote: “He conquered the Scythian tribes of the Alans, Huns, and Goths... |
)Wl surpassing all Eastern emperors except for his emulator, Marcian.” — Marcellinus D
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- THE HORROR 447 AD:
Massive Earthquake. -
“57 towers of the city
wall collapsed.”

447 AD:

Famine and
“Plague-bearing air.”
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441-447 AD:

Attila and Bleda ravage
[llyricum and Thrace.
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453 AD: Discovery of the Head of “'
John the Baptist. Found by two monks <
in a cave near the palace of Herod.
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CONSTANTINOPLE: A CITY AT WAR WITH ITSELF
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The ‘Holy Synod’ at
v | Chalcedon 2’
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451 AD).

The Theological War.
Nestorius vs. Eutyches.
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\ The Circus Riots (501 AD).
The ‘Greens’ conceal |

stones in fruit baskets. |

3,000 citizens killed.
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Great Fires: 433 AD a d\
3\ 465 AD turn the city toash. )
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N _| | “Theseating of the theatre tottered... groaned | [ ZFF L=
J asit was trampled by the feet of those fleeing” 7o \NWAS
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e The Event: Odoacer deposes

Romulus Augustulus.
— 2D

e The Reason: Odoacer “spared
his life because of his beauty.”

—— W ——
-

e The Settlement: An income of
6,000 gold pieces and retirement
in Campania.

m, .

e The Prophecy: St. Severinus to the
{[| =4—Wi———==Ml—~  youth Odoacer: “Go on to Italy... soon
) . — to be able to give great gifts to many.”
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The West does not burn;
it merely changes management.
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| Theodoric toItaly. |[SRa. o] [F== NE N 7 | invites Odoacer
;E 1 Siege of Ravenna 5@\ Il GGk D)~ ;3
|\ lasts three
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1 1] PG @8 || ge: “On the |
- | The Act: Theodoric | | _ @ s TR (87 4~ | same day, all of | -
slays Odoacer with | ¢ G\S@an " — N8| Odoacer'sarmy |
hisownhand. || X\e&Z &l @&y #— | | whocouldbefound | .

~_lanywhere were killed.”} |
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Senate.

e Governance: Theodoric (Arian Goth)
rules with respect for the Catholic
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drains swamps.
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e Infrastructure: Repairs Trajan’s
aqueduct, builds baths at Verona,
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e Economy: “Merchants flocked to him...
gold or silver could be sent as safely as
within city walls.”

“A poor Roman plays the E}oth,
a rich Goth the Roman.”
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{ The Paradox |

Theodoric could |
not learn the
four letters of

1 x\gh\:'&m\\ﬂa\\h )

| stencil to trace
i | trace LEGI”
| (Ihavereadit). | .

Untrained in letters, but ruled with | |
e  aphoristic wisdom for 30 years. e

The Judgment
of the Mother:
A woman denies
her son to keep
her money.
Theodoric orders
her to marry the
boy. She
confesses the
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” c<c THE BUREAUCRATIC FORTRESS (THE EAST) -

 Reign of Anastasius (491-518 AD)

e Economy: Coinage reform
(follares/terunciani) creates “peaceful
change” and accumulates wealth.

e A

e Defense: Construction of the Long
Walls of Thrace.
2 - _—

e Conflict: The Isaurian War and the
defeat of the Bulgars at the river Tzurta.
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CONSTANTINOPLE
(The Emperor)
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4 THE ACACIAN SCHISM 7 (7 2
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| Pope Symmachus.
|| Supported by the Arian Kin
|| Theodoric as a political tool.
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Persecutes tge Orthodox,
AW demands “a new tax
sl U\ on the faith.”

,,f _;-'T'Relirgion becomes the primary political |
@ Dbattleground between East and West. ey
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e The Spark: Synagogues burn in
Ravenna. Theodoric forces Romans
to pay for rebuilding, turning
Catholics against him

e The Purge: The Phllosopher
Boethius defends the Senate: ‘If
Albinus dld that, so also have IS

e e

e The Executlon. Boethius is tortured ||
with a cord bound so tightly his eyes Il
crack, then beaten to death. "

e The Result:
The breakdown of Civilitas.
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N to four snakes.
¢, A comet appears for
i 15 days.
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e The Omens: i 22~ —— o Thentent:
A woman gives birth = N\ -~ Theodoric plans

to seize Catholic  }Z
churches. (N

On the very day of his planned attack, Theodoric is seized by dysentery.
LR e The Verdict: ! '

: Valesianus records that the Devil found |
¢ an opportunity to steal a man who had ruled well. 3=y

o et — i

SSOAIN SO Lo ) N @ 2
= -

a2,
—— s Al

— (=
3 L=




a_.-.___..ﬂ_.;___.x‘q__.h_.ﬂ e e =X [\}:z:a:_‘t:-::rwia,.::f_..‘:.:._ R R e S D Pl

F=S— ==
[ C————

> TS e S S

* The Prophecy: Anastasius dreams
his successor will be the first man
to enter his bedroom.
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e The Accident: Justin (commander
of the watch) enters and treads on
the Emperor S cloak
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e The Succession (518 AD): Justin ;
becomes Emperor, clearing the path
for his nephew Justinian. -

- £+ The Connection: Marcellinus, our chronicler, -
2 served as cancellarius to ]ustlnlan 3
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: " THE GOTHIC WEST.

Culturall Roman, Politically Fraglle.
Preserved by the Church and Anstocracy ;

Fortlﬁed, Wealthy, Aggresswe.
Defined by Law (Justinian’s Code)
__and Bureaucracy.

The Empire d1d not dlem 476. It evolved

Marcellinus shows us the State survived; Valesianus shows us the Culture survived.

i “Whatever he did was 200d... he so governed
-‘ two races at the same time.” -
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