THE INK
OF EMPIRE

To the modern world, he is a conqueror who crossed the Rubicon.
To his contemporaries, he was something far more dangerous: a
man who could write as well as he fought. An investigation into
the ‘dialectic of empire’—the clash between Caesar's calculated
projection of order and the chaotic voices of his opposition.
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THE GENERAL AS

- : Caesar was the first to lead armies while simultaneously writing their history.

- : The Senate faction (Optimates) threatened to strip his imperium and prosecute
him for war crimes.

- : The ‘Commentarii’ were dispatches designed to bypass the Senate and speak
directly to the Plebs, making Caesar unassailable by the aristocracy.
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DE BELLO GALLICO:
ARCHITECTURE OF PERSUASION

The Opening Salvo: “Gallia est omnis divisa in partes tres” (Gaul is a
whole divided into three parts).

Technique 1: Third-Person Objectivity. By writing “Caesar ordered”
instead of “I ordered,” he created an illusion of historical detachment.

Technique 2: Stylistic Clarity. Simple, efficient prose (Latinitas)
contrasted the chaotic reality of war with the orderly mind of the
commander.
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ETHNOGRAPHY AS JUSTIFICATION

h'(

THE ROMAN THE GERMANS SRR DRELLIDS

. The Savior. The . Hunters. :
No gods but nature. Driven by war.  Astronomers and Philosophers, but
practitioners of human sacrifice.

By defining the ‘Other,’ Caesar defined the necessity of Roman intervention.
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“g THE NUMBERS GAME

Historiography vs. Propaganda

—

" Historian David Henige
argues these numbers
were “ginned up.”
The logistics of 430,000
people moving together
is impossible.

o T

The “Census” tablets
Enemy dead claimed during the Roman "1 Caesar claimed to find

: : : . were likely a fabrication
Usipetes and Tencteri campaign. casualties to make the victory appear |

claimed. god-like and destined.
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INDIVIDUAL HEROISM

The Saga of Vorenus and Pullo (Book 5.44)

“...Pullo, when the
enemy were pressing
hard, called out,
“Why do you
- hesitate, Vorenus?”
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Caesar spethghted two rwal centurions, Lucius Vorenus and Titus Pullo, to

build a connection with the common soldier. In the narrative, their bitter nvalry
transforms into brotherhood during a desperate siege.

This story of ‘virtus’ distracted the reader from the strategic failures of Caesar’s lieutenants.
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. Caesar wrote a pamphlet titled ‘Anticato’ to destro the legend. He attacked
Cato not on politics, but character—accusing the Stoic icon of drunkenness and greed.

The work is lost. The attack backfired, appearing petty, and only solidified
Cato’s myth as the symbol of Liberty.
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History remembers Cato for Liberty. Caesar fought him as an agent of

The Tactics of Dissent:
- The : Speaking all day to prevent votes on popular legislation.
- : Blocking land reform and citizenship to preserve ‘Optimates’ power.

The Narrative Clash: The vs. The ¥ ~
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POETIC WARFARE

Catullus vs. Caesar
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V Hendecasyllabic verse attacking Caesar’s masculinity.

“10n: Catullus linked Caesar to his engineer Mamurra (‘The Prick’), accusin
them of corruption and sexual passivity. In Roman ideology, to be sexually ‘impenetrable’
was to be politically stable. Catullus attacked Caesar’s fitness to rule.

He invited Catullus to dinner. A display of ultimate confidence and power.
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THE CRITICS

Asinius Pollio

The Insider
A soldier for them

Caesar who wrote a
history accusing him of
and carelessness
with the truth.

Tanusius Geminus
The "Toilet Paper' Historian

A hostile annalist
hostile annalist whose
work Catullus referred to as

(shit-stained paper).




THE CORPUS CAESARIANUM

DE BELLO GALLICO (BOOKS 1-7)

e
was so powerful that
| DE BELLO GALLICO (BOO‘K 8) - ADDED BY HIRTIUS |
R U = i vvﬁ” T other authors
' | " into his
The quality varies, but

the voice remains
under Caesar’s banner.
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ECHOES IN GREEK
The Appian Fragments
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MANUSCRIPTS & TRANSMISSION

Original Autographs

Alpha Family (o) Beta Family ([3)

De Bello Gallico only. Full Corpus.
Oldest MS: Amsterdam 73 Oldest MS: Paris lat. 3864
(9th Century). (9th Century).

We read copies of copies.
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THE VICTOR WRITES THE SYLLABUS

'The Verdict: Caesar’s is lost. His
critics exist only in fragments. But

" became the standard primer
for learning Latin for two millennia.

Final Thought: Caesar’s military victories
built an that lasted 500 years. His
literary victories ensured we still see it
through his eyes :
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Julius Caesar, ‘Commentarii Grillo & Krebs, “The
de Bello Gallico’ Cambridge Companion to the
Writings of Julius Caesar’

Catullus, ‘Carmina’
David Henige, ‘He Came, He
Appian, ‘Roman History’ Saw, We Counted: The
Historiography of Caesar’s
Gallic Numbers’

Suetonius, ‘The Twelve
Caesars’ Ronald Syme, “The Roman
Revolution’




