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THE WRATH OF
NEGLECT

Zosimus on the Decline of Rome:
A Forensic Analysis of the Historia Nova
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| ! NSIC CASE NO. 284-476
: %SIM S INQUIRY 4k
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g {
When Polybius wrote of Rome, he asked how the city conquered
the world in fifty-three years. Zosimus asks a darker question:
| How did the Romans lose it all in an equally short span?
™ Y 4]
Source: Historia Nova, 6th Century AD.
Analysis Type: Societal DEEEI}’ Institutional Failure. File Status: DECLASSIFIED.
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' The Covenant of the 110 Years

A Forensic Inquiry into the Fate of an Empire

e,

Severus
(AD 204)
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“But when a hundred years and ten are past...
Romans! be sure due offerings to make...
These laws observ’d not Latium alone,

but Italy’s extent your sway shall own.”

— Sibylline Oracle (Book 2)
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b\:_( Constantine

& Licinius
(AD 313)
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\‘. The Covenant Broken: /

The Rites Ignored.

degeneration.

)
| The Thesis |
: |
| Zosimus argues that |
| Rome’s lease on %
£ existence was :
| contractually tied to ||
| the Ludi Saeculares |
{ (Secular Games). |
Neglecting this |

| renewal doomed ||
the empireto .|
LB




antrol Group: The Resilience of the Old WayS

3rd Century Crisis & Recovery

Martial Vigor Divine Favor =
Defeated Queen Zenobia Secured the Rhine against

and the Palmyrene Franks and Vandals.

Empire. _

At the Battle of Emisa, XVheg_ fam}ne]f. thk’i a”

used feigned retreat ProdigyoI e B

tactics to exhaust heavy tell—interpreted by Zosimus *
armored cavalry. as a reward for piety. “

i

“The gods regard with favor all our actions, while they
are just and virtuous.” — Zosimus




/f’\ Constantine: The Architect of Ruin '*

1. A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative =

e The Origin: Illegitimate birth; ambition over duty.

e The Crimes: Execution of his son Crispus and wife
Fausta.

e The Conversion: Zosimus claims pagan priests
refused him purification for kinslaying. An Egyptian
promised that Christianity would “wash away” all :
sins immediately. ’

The Zosimus Perspective

~ “Constantine chose the new faith not for enlightenment,
- but for cheap forgiveness of monstrous crimes.”
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© Strategic Error: Dismantling the Frontier '

N Y .. A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative -

‘“ Diocletianic Model Constantlnlan Reform {

Thick, solid lines of troops stationed Border lines are thin and broken. Large clusters of troops
directly on the river borders. are moved to the interior cities far from the border.

F

¢ Reallocation: Legions withdrawn from the frontiers to peaceful interior cities.
e Consequence 1: Frontiers left open to Barbarian infiltration.

. e Consequence 2: Soldiers in cities became ‘effeminate, addicted to theaters
- and baths, and a burden on the civil economy.
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The Cost of Vanity: The Chrysargyron

A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative

e To fund the construction of Constantlnople i\
and the interior army, a crushing tax was <
invented.

e The Chrysargyron: Levied every four |
years on all trades, extending even to the
poorest prostitute. 4

“Nothing could be heard through the city
but lamentations... fathers prostituted
daughters to pay the tax collectors.”

Zosmms Thesis: The abandonment of the gods led directly to the
financial enslavement of the citizens.

& NotebooklLM



=" ¥ : TEESeny |, Y
._M |I '. --l_'.:"__ll"‘-\.“_- .:
¥ LTl
A / -."dl !I

'\.,k'_ & i ul
}‘H : 1 i
==\

.I

The Last Hope: Julian in Gaul

., A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative '

13,000 Romans vs. Vast Horde | p)
: Result: 60,000 Barbarians slain or drowned P

d [ The Philosopher-Warrior restores the frontier. When 600 caval fléd," .
= | Julian did not execute them, but dressed them in women’s clothes— | §
1 £ —shaming them into redeeming their courage in the next fight.
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The Persian Expedition
., A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative - N0,
— g —\{ () [\
= s\ AV
=4
; "R A campaign of
| KeyStats ? near-triumph.
{| Army: 65,000 Men The ei(pedti)tioghjcgh
Fleet: 1,100 Ships fCally SRRISTRLA S
(600 wood, 500 skin) Eg%'énjﬁﬂ]apn' ruevas
Eglieering wounded by a spear
brfggfeegﬁmg es in the heat of battle, .
F dying at midnight.

A he Philosopher-Warrior’s ambition ultimately extinguished by thé- 1B
J | realities of warfare, yet leaving an indelible mark on Roman history. | P
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The Shameful Peace of Jovian O

.\, A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative = N
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Trapped and | = . N
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¢~ ROMAN Ef@*!PlRE |
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starving after R Surrender of Nisibis,
Julian’s death, resrony] | the impregnable \
y |

I

the new Emperor DD
Jovian accepted
a Persian truce.
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“Rome never ave up territory before... The death of one ||
man was sufficient to deprive us of them all.” — Zosimus

SASSANID fortress city. Rome

EMPIRE
- ':-*:.-'."5:'

ceded five provinces.
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The direction :W-T

Gothic Storm the
moving room
the eman Territory
flow officers
a Roman Empire.

Act IV: The Gothic Storm 9

“\, A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative
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| The Catalyst: The Huns drivel{
| the Goths to the Danube.

The Betrayal: Valens admits
the Goths as refugees.
Roman officers trade food for
slaves and lust, neglecting

to disarm the warriors.

The Result: An armed revolt {}
| within the empire’s borders.
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A4 [ “The storm gathered on the Danube, a tempest fueled by despera_tid
g £ and Roman negligence, unleashing an armed tide upon the empire.” |
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; The Prodigy of the Whipped Man

), A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative

| The Interpretation:

The Empire itself
has been beaten
and whipped, and
will soon expire.

-
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the road to Constantinople, a motionless body was found, covere 3

= 0
g Lin weals and lash marks from head to foot, yet with eyes staring open. | P7
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{ Adrianople: The Day of Judgment

“), A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative Q‘ﬁ\ ‘*

E Conflict of Counsel (Comparlson)

Sebastianus

—o Advised guerrilla warfare agalnst
the multitude.

— Court Eunuchs - ||

Ur ed open battle to steal glor
frogm thg West b

-

“The Roman arm¥ destroyed. Emperor Valens flees to a cottaée whlch the ,
Goths set on fire. The Emperor is consumed by flames, his bo y never found -f
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The False Victory
Lo Peace bought with gold, not steel.

The Mixed Army

Fugitive barbarians allowed to join the
legions without discipline or muster rolls.

The Betrayal

In Macedon, barbarian “allies” signaled
their kinsmen with fires at night, nearly
capturing the emperor.
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The Sale of the State @~

., A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative .=~

> % Items for Sale % >
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| The Covenant Broken T
2 ““ . A Critical Examination of the Zosimus Narrative - - Rﬁ
< | The Story of Gerontius:

A brave commander who
defied orders to defeat
mocking barbarians. ="

Instead of reward
Theodosius arrested him
for killing his “friends.”

T’ Bravery was punished; _A
B '~ the Covenant was dead. /
& .'_“ . |

Final Verdict

> Prophecy Ignored.
L Rites Abandoned.
| Ls Frontiers Dismantled.
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él “The Roman empire... by the misconduct of its magistrates l%__

e and ministers, would expire.” — Zosimus
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