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ESTITUTOR ORBIS

The Operational Art of Survival (AD 268-275)

SUBJECT: A strategic analysis of the campaigns of Claudius II (Gothicus) and Aurelian.
- CONTEXT: The Roman Empire did not survive the Third Century by chance. It was forged anew in the
> fire of asymmetric warfare, scorched earth logistics, and the promiscuous slaughter of the battlefield.
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N ¥ f! INTEL SOURCE: EDSIHUS H_ o
ﬁ‘wTH REAT AS S E S S ME NT AD 268 >> MOBILIZATION POINT: River Tyra :::ﬁﬂ*

=> NAVAL ASSETS: 6,808 vessels constructed

>> HOSTILE MAWNPOWER: 328,800 combatants (Goths,
Heruli, Peucae)

>> THREAT LEVEL: EXISTENTIAL %
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| Courier Prime

|| ETHNDGRAPHIC PROFILE:
! . The enemy 1s defined by mass
. and ferocity. As noted in
| hlaterical archives
. | regarding Geneanlc
¢ | cosbatants: "...slnging thelr
wild sengs and brandishing
. thair shields above their
{heir shoolders, while their

. bodies, according to a native -ﬁ;;:;\f

custom, were unprotected.” ""‘uﬁl'-‘
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. == The largest barbarian invasion force in antiquity assembles. P

7t T The Empire, fractured by assassination and revolt, faces a threat = O )
Mﬂ"l’;” 4 47 - vector exceeding defenslve capacity by a factor of ten. EQ ﬁg?ﬂ S 3
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'HYDRODYNAMICS AS
" AWEAPON SYSTEM

7>« THE DISASTER (ZOSIMUS):
The fleet attempts to transit
the Propontis. Violent
currents cause mass collisions.
“Some sunk, others driven on

shore, to the great destruction
both of men and ships.”

// STRATEGIC OUTCOME: Invasion delayed, not sto

Survivors besiege Thessalonica and Cassandris
Logistical mass becomes a liability.
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"THE BATTLE OF NAISSUS:
“THE AMBUSCADE
MECHANIC

PHASE I: CONTACT

Dalmatian Cavalry skirmishes.
3,000 Goths KIA.

-

" PHASE II: THE BAIT
~ Roman infantry executes
“Pretended Flight."”

“Pretended Flight.” Goths
.  break formation to pursue.

~ PHASE III: THE TRAP

Enemy drawn into broken
terrain. Roman line snaps
‘back. Encirclement complete.
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THE PESTILENCE: ATTRITION
BEYOND THE SWORD

e - e e Sk A 4 VICTORY IS PYRRHIC.

Haemus mountains, starving.

The Cyprian Plague sweeps both
armies.
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CASUALTY REPORT:
Claudius II Gothicus, ‘adorned

with every virtue,’ succumbs to
the virus (AD 270).
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POLITICAL AFTERMATH:
Quintillus assumes command.
Reign: 17 days.

Zosimus: ‘Advised by friends to
open a vein and bleed to death.’
The Empire is headless. Enter
Aurelian.
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AURELIAN’S DEFENSE OF PANNONIA:
LOGISTIC DENIAL

| DPERATIONAL ORDER:
W | Operational Order: tacor tayts
mat scrint of Courier Prime.

DIRECTIVE (ZOSIMUS):
“Carry into the towns all coxn
and cattle, and everything that
could be of use to the enemy.”
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TACTICAL OUTCOME: Night engagement across the river (Indec151ve)
STRATEGIC OUTCOME: Logistical strain forces Barbarian treaty.
Starvation is more effective than the gladius.
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THE FORTIFICATION OF ROME
END OF THE OPEN CITY TMPLICATION:

For centuries,

Rome's defense was
. the border legion.
Now, the threat is
at the gates.

INTERNAL SECURITY:
Simultaneous purge | .
' of the Senate. Z
. Executed |
Conspirators:

- Epitimius

- Urbanus

- Domitianus

" WALLS ARE BUILT WHEN | s,
~ THE FRONTIER HAS FAILED. '*
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THE EASTERN MARCH:
PSYCHO-SOCIAL WARFARE

' OBJECTIVE: Reclaim Asia
Minor from the Palmyrene
Empire.

TACTIC: CALCULATED MERCY.
Aurelian grants clemency to
Ancyra and Tuana.

News travels ahead of the

- legions. 8
.
RESULT (ZOSIMUS):
Bithynia “shook off the
Palmyrenian yoke” upon
hearing of Aurelian’s

- approach. Cities surrender

- to avoid the legion’s wrath.
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' THE BATTLE OF IMMAE: UNIT DATA

PALMYRA: Heavy Cataphracts (Clibanarii). ’

| THERMODYNAMICS OF R "™ L arnored
HEAVY CAVALRY | | |

F | - - B r— : . | — .-"""-. 1" ___,.-‘ ! | " {\ === \ . I—I ; - -H\"\.\T\HE TURN

]
>

PALMYRA

TACTICAL BREAKDOWN

MANEUVER SEQUENCE:

1. Palmyrene Charge.

2. Roman "Feigned Retreat” to exhaust heavy horses in the desert heat.

3. THE TURN: Once horses are “scarcely able to stand,” Romans wheel and trample the exhausted knights.
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THE BATTLE OF EMESA:
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA S —

ICRISIS Roman cavalry routed by %%b,_
Isuperlur numbers (70,000 total force).

THE INFANTRY SOLUTION: Palestinian
auxiliaries wield clubs and staves
against mail armor.

PHYSICS: Swords glance off mail;
. clubs shatter the bone beneath.

ZOSIMUS REPORT: "“Promiscuous

. slaughter... trod each other to

pieces.” The field becomes a slurry_L
& . of men and horses.
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THE SIEGE OF PALMYRA
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THE SNIPER: THE ESCAPE:
Persian auxiliary requests permission to engage insolent defender. Zenobia flees on a camel, “"swifter than horses.”
“"The man fell down from the wall before the soldiers.” Intercepted at the Euphrates. The war 1s over.
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THE TRIAL AT EMESA: THE COST OF INTELLECT

DEFENSE: Zenobia blames her advisors for "seducing a simple woman."

VERDICT: Longinus (Philosopher/Advisor) condemned to death.
Zosimus: "He bore the sentence with courage, consoling his friends."

THEME: The sword judges the pen.
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THE APSICUS REVOLT: TOTAL ANNIHILATION

REVOLT:
Apsicus and Marcellinus revolt. Antiochus clothed in purple.

RESPONSE:
Aurelian returns rapidly.
Strategy: No siege.
Action: 'Took and razed without a contest.’

OUTCOME:
Palmyra is erased from the map.
Antiochus dismissed (Too insignificant to kill).
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PALMYRA ERASED (AFTERMATH) f
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>> RECONQUEST:
Tetricus (Gallic Empire) submits.
German ‘Logiones’ defeated.

>> ECONOMIC REFORM:

New coinage 1ssued to replace
debased currency.

>> CULTURAL SHIFT:

Spoils of Palmyra fund the
Temple of the Sun.

Eastern monotheism merges
with Roman martial tradition.
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" EMPERORS EXPENDED: 2 (Claudius, Aurelian). |
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I D¢ MAJOR BATTLES: 6 ¢

: ¥ ESTIMATED ENEMY CASUALTIES: >100,000 %
! CITIES RAZED: Palmyra, Nicomedia (by Goths), !
| s Nicaea (by Goths) s
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THE PRINCIPATE IS DEAD. LONG LIVE THE DOMINATE.

‘The will of the Deity regards with favour our actions, while they are just... but when they
become displeasing, affairs decline to a state resembling that which now exists.' - Zosimus
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