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A NotebookLM



A PANEGYRIC DISGUISED AS HISTORY

THE DYNASTIC LINK

(FABRICATED?)

CLAUDIUS GOTHICUS CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS
(268-270 AD) & CONSTANTINE

The Author’s Goal The Method

'The Historia Augusta explicitly states its motivation: By painting the previous era (the “Thirty Pretenders”) as
“I must set forth in writing with all due care, out of chaotic and irrelevant, the author elevates Claudius to a
respect for Constantius Caesar.” The biography divine status. He admits to covering “princes of no
functions as a legitimacy engine, glorifying the current importance” primarily to highlight Claudius’s
regime by mythologizing its alleged ancestor. brilliance by comparison.
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THE MONSTROUS REIGN OF GALLIENUS

HISTORIAN'S NOTE

The whole commonwealth is
The source frames

g exhausted... fighting after Valerian, the era of Gallienus
Oy _1;:"1 J?* ﬁf ter .[?"‘Igé??‘zE.-.{EfrfS, éi’f rer RE’{%‘{I[I{I?’IE{S. iz 32;5:;31;252' i
¥ DAL b Vi “monstrous emperor”
%! whose leniency
allowed chaos to
festexr. This
amplifies the
incompetence of the
A past to make
Claudius’s
subsequent “healing
hand” appear
divine.
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THRUSTING THE PRETENDER FROM THE HELM

.

Q_ CRITICALS NOTE: (

The sources |
5 — emphasize Claudius’s‘ "
S : T | ~_ch_. v refusal to
== — EE—a v ¥ == L g e negotiate,
- = portraying

— Aureolus’'s end as
The Judgment of Aureolus divine retribution,

Upon becoming Emperor, Claudius confronts Aureolus, a pretender thereby solidifying
favored by the old regime. When Aureolus begs for terms, Claudius
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Claudius’s
refuses with stern justice: legitimacy through
“This should have been sought from _ martial strength. .

Gallienus... he, too, could feel fear.”

Aureolus is killed by his own soldiers. The text contrasts the “stern and
unbending” justice of Claudius against the weakness of his predecessor.
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THE BARBARIAN STORM GATHERS
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Context: Fired by the “hope of

Roman booty,” this diverse coalition
this diverse coalition bursts into
Roman territory. The text emphasizes
their savagery and the sheer scale of
the threat while Claudius prepares
the decisive blow.



NUMBERS THAT DEFY IMAGINATION

Q

HISTORIAN'S
NOTE: The author
is defensive
about these
figures ("Let
him who

accuses us of
flattery say
that Claudius
was not
worthy!"”).
While modern
historians deem
these numbers
impossible,

the impossible

ARMED MEN SHIPS |&

“What Xerxes, pray, had so many? What tale has ever Ay
] ] y d-like status.
imagined, what poet ever conceived such a number?” s e
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NO SHIELDS, NO SWORDS, NO SPEARS

Conscript Fathers... 320,000 barbarians have come el
in arms... The whole commonwealth is exhausted, €——— ¢au! held by Tetricus,

Bowmen held by Zenobia.

r =TT i Py TR o = 'S - . s — :
- ;—_..‘-‘H = F e £, _ & " R ’ = T - o l\." —
" A i - - L7 w T ,
Al ay T - P Xy

" CONSCRIPT FATHERS... 320,000 BARBARIANS HAVE COME IN.
ARMS... THE WHOLE COMMONWEALTH IS \WHiS FIGHT . . 1
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> ol If I defeat them, do you requite my services; if I fail..
o 3 reﬂect that I am striving to fight after Ga]henus
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Shifting the blame for
potential failure to
the predecessor.
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THE RIVERS COVERED IN SHIELDS

The ViCtOl'y at Naissus_ EDITOR'S NOTE: The

vivid imagery of
“rivers covered in

Claudius crushes the host. The g CsalE
text describes the aftermath in g i
visceral detail: river banks buried e
under swords, fields hidden G
beneath bones, and wagon-trains e ey,
abandoned.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS:

The reiteration of
the massive numbers
(320,000 men, 2,000
ships) serves to
reinforce

Claudius’'s claim to
near-divine military
achievement and
legitimizes his rule.
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| “We bafve destroyed 320,000
Gotbs. .. we have sunk

244 2,000 ships.” = i
B AN . ‘
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TRIUMPHANT SERVITUDE

EDITOR'S NOTE: The text
employs hyperbole
regarding the number of
captives, a common
rhetorical device to
inflate the scale of the
victory and highlight

the material benefits for
the common soldier, thus
securing loyalty.

SPOILS OF WAR

CRITICAL AMALYSIS: This
sweeping statement about
Gothic slaves in "every
district” is likely an
exaggeration for
prupagandlstlc effect,
almlng to portray the
empire's workforce as

P B revitalized through
CAPTIVES: “Somany  LABOR: Every district LIVESTOCK: [l | o=sese comer
| women that the victorious in the empire now has Uncountable numbers of RO b DS abe
| soldiers can take for Gotbhic slaves as tillers cattle and ‘Celtic mares” 8 b
||| themselves two or three and husbandmen. which fame has e
= apiece.” rendered renowned. of Claudius as a provider

of abundance and stability.

The text 1sserts Claudlus PI’DVldEd two thmgs Securlty and an abundance nf rlches 3
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THE ARCHIVES OF VIRTUE

il
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Narrative Shift: The author interrupts the history to
present “archival letters” proving Claudius’s merit.

Key Argument: He didn’t just become great; he was
always superior. Even the “bad” emperors (Decius,
Gallienus, Valerian) recognized his genius.

Historian's Note:
These letters are almost certainly

fabrications by the author, designed to serve

as character references from the past.
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ITEMIZING GREATNESS: THE TRIBUNE'S ALLOWANCE
IN DEEP IMPERIAL PURPLE

3,000 pecks of wheat 1 |

E- > ,500 pints qfweff-dged | The Specificity Strategy:

|
f’ wine ' The text argues that :
& 2 beausiful women = Y ! Claudius was treated as a ;
 (“taken from the captives”)? I | general even when he was |
? —— { ' just a tribune. The |
- =150 Ibs of wax %5_ ' overwhelming detail is a :
I : | t | rhetorical device to '
4 - 1 gilded belmet ﬂ 1 : simulate authenticity. :

L O . . O . . . . . . . . . . . . O I

- 2 Herculian lances |
| !'}
E
ﬁa;

- White part-silk gﬁnenq
 with purple from Girba

- Faur braziers of charcoal
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THE WRESTLER IN THE CAMPUS MARTIUS

The Anecdote:

As a young man, Claudius participated
in a spectacle in honor of Mars.

When an opponent grasped at his .~
“private parts” instead of his belt,

Claudius became angry.

The Feat:
He “dashed out all the man’s teeth
with one blow of his fist.”

The Result:

Emperor Decius praised his courage
and modesty, presenting him with
arm-rings, but asked him to retire
from the contest to prevent further
damage to the soldiers.

Historian’'s Note:

This wvivid, perhaps
exaggerated,
anecdote serves a
dual purpose: it
establishes
Claudius's physical
strength and his
moral character
(modesty). The
inclusion of
specific rewards and
Emperor Decius's
praise 1s typical of
the author'’s strategy
to invent
authoritative
witnesses for his
subject'’'s virtues, a
common rhetorical
technique in ancient
biography, not
necessarily
historical fact.



THE GOLDEN THREAD OF PROPHECY

'The Oracle at Comagena: 'The Oracle in the Apennines: A house of Augusti
“Thou... shalt surpass men “Three times only shall divinely appointed
of old in thy descendants.” summer behold him a ruler.” to rule forever.

Historian’s Note: The Political Agenda: The author includes these prophecies
explicitly to show that Constantius Caesar springs from a “house of Augusti”
divinely appointed to rule forever.



DEPARTURE TO THE STARS

The Cause: The Framing:
After defeating the Claudius does not
Goths, a “grievous merely die; he “leaves
pestilence” (plague) mankind” to “depart

to heaven,” an abode
befitting his virtues.

(plague) spreads.
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“Editor’s Red” (#A6192E) The author implies he left the world to
make the commonwealth safe “for his nephew Constantius Caesar.” !
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THE SEVENTEEN-DAY EMPEROR

Character:
A “righteous man”
and true brother.

Name: Quintillus
(Brother of Claudius)

Fate: Killed because
he was “stern and

Reign: 17 Days

soldiers. (The text

say he merely died,

Galba or Pertinax).

unbending” toward the
notes other historians

but our author insists
on a dramatic end like

- - - - . - - - - - - . . -
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A SHIELD OF GOLD, A COLUMN OF SILVER

[l IMITHICHN FESCRIFTRM
iiiiiii

THE ROSTRA |
(1,500 Ibs of Silver)

THE SENATE-HOUSE | THE CAPITOL

The Verdict: The Senate, the people, and foreign nations all agree: ‘No shields,
no swords” were needed to preserve his fame, yet they built them anyway.
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ANATOMY OF THE PERFECT EMPEROR

_"I.II
g; THE WARRIOR
Defeater of 320,000 Goths.

The protector of the realm.

|

'T_HE IDEAL

Tall, flashing eyes, strong
fingers. Physically superior.
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¢ THEJUDGE }

Severe to the wicked,
indulgent to the stupid.
The ideal administrator.

THEJANCES_TOR

The root of the Constantinian
family tree. The source of
legitimacy.

Claudius Gothicus represents a literary construct designed to define
what a ruler shauld be in the eyes of the late Roman aristocracy. s
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“Short, indeed, was the time of his rule... but too short would it have been,
could such a man as he have ruled even as long as human life may last.”

"Whether the 320,000 Goths were real or fiction, the Historia Augusta succeeded

in its primary goal: cementing Claudius Gothicus as the golden standard for all
future emperors.” in Editor’s Red (#A6192E)
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