-IH"—."I'H.-" T,
|

DY & - |
N ' ~ ¥ ™

‘f.i.'-\ Ip-q‘hr' T g op— SH
o | I = —

A Comparative AnEINVSIEXe R 1acHlel=
Claudian and the glS{JiEI WA IS

Two voices define the end ojEhREER ORI X==l k]
glory; the other chronicled thg Rl LR 1= (e]a",
of the Roman Empire's collE]e=Mtells Ripl(o]V={sR1al=
propaganda of Claudian anqRGERe RIS 1Kol LIy [V

& NotebooklLM



SOURCE A: CLAUDIAN SOURCE B: ZOSIMUS
(The Propagandist) (The Pagan Historian)

Used metaphor and mythology to deify Traced the collapse to the abandonment of
weak leaders and mask political instability. ancient rites and the moral decay of the
For him, Rome is eternal. house of Constantine. For him, Rome is cursed.

& NotebookLM



THE BROKEN CYCLE AND THE NEGLECT
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THE THESIS: Zosimus argues that the Empire’s
fortune was contractually tied to the Ludi Saeculares
(Secular Games), celebrated every 110 years.

THE LEGEND: Founded by Valesius Valseius to cure
his children with Tiber water heated on the altar of
Pluto and Proserpine.

THE PROPHECY: “But when a hundred years and ten
are past... Romans! be sure due offerings to make.”

THE FAILURE: The rites were neglected during the
abdication of Diocletian and ignored by Constantine.
The contract with the gods was broken.
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CONSTANTINE: THE SURVIVOR WHO THE STATE

Zosimus rejects the divine narrative of
Constantine’s rise. Instead, he paints a portrait of
ruthless ambition.

THE ESCAPE: To flee Galerius, Constantine

maimed the post-horses at every stable to
prevent pursuit.

THE MILVIAN BRIDGE: Maxentius fell not by
divine intervention, but because his engineering
failed (the bridge collapsed), fulfilling a prophecy
that “whoever desighed harm to the Romans should
die a miserable death.”




Zosimus attributes Constantine’s conversion
not to revelation, but to guilt.

CRISPUS (Son) FAUSTA (Wite)
Executed on suspicion of Suffocated in an overheated
debauching his stepmother. bath to cover the scandal.
{E THEOLOGICAL ! : When pagan priests refused to purify him of

these enormltles an Egyphan Christian promised that the new faith’s
doctrine would “cleanse him from all offenses.”

“He resolved to begin his impious actions at home.” — Zosimus
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JTHE COST OF THE NEW CAPITAL

THE PURSE TAX: A gold and silver tax on all
tradesmen, leading to torture and parents selling
children into slavery.

MILITARY WEAKNESS: Constantine \

removed troops from the frontiers to ga rrlson
the interior cities, allowing Barbarians
free access to Roman dominions.

VERDICT: Prodlgallty mistook for magmﬁcence

& NotebooklLM




THE MACHINERY OF ILLUSION
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CONTEXT: Decades later, with the Empire fracturing, the poet
Claudian is tasked with legitimizing the rule of Stilicho (a Vandal
general) and Honorius (a child emperor).

THE TECHNIQUE: Metaphor as Armor Claudian shapes public
opinion by associating his patrons with the divine and the inevitable.
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STILICHO: THE SHIELD AND THE STAR
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THE STAR: Stilicho is “Sidereis” THE SHIELD: He is the
(star-like), an “Apex” rising above “Tower” and “Shield” (clipeus)
the dust of battle. "Who could envy holding up the “falling world.”

the stars that they never set?”

POLITICAL INTENT: To convince a xenophobic Senate that this Vandal
general is the only barrier between them and destruction.
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THE LION FEEDING THE CUBS

e
SOURCE TEXT: Claudian compares
Stilicho to a lion leaving his cubs
(Rome) to hunt for food
(allies/victory) in the winter snows.

THE REALITY: Stilicho was

negotiating with Alaric and
recruiting barbarian mercenaries.
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THE CONTRAST: Zosimus calls him
a “Betrayer”; Claudian paints him as
a self-sacrificing father figure.
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HONORIUS: THE EMPTY VESSEL OF LIGHT
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IMAGERY: SUBTEXT:

The Morning Star: Honorius is “Lucifer” (Venus) The imagery inadvertently reveals Honorius'’s
to Theodosius’s “Sun.” helplessness. He “radiates” but does not act.
The Calf: A “young calf” ruling the herd, not yet He is a star that must be carried by the “Atlas”

grown horns. that is Stilicho.
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THE CHAOS OF SUCCESSION

Constantius Il

BEINEIS Optatus Ablabius

Constantius Il initiates the of his relations
(Dalmatius, Optatus, Ablabius) to secure power.

The Empire is divided not by administration, but by
“The state-informers... designed for the ruin of those in prosperity.”
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THE USURPER'S FEAST

THE PLOT: Magnentius stages
a mock coronation at a birthday
feast. The guests salute him as
Augustus; the “drama” becomes
a coup.

THE COST: Constans is hunted
down and killed at the town of
Helena.




THE CATASTROPHE AT MURSA
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THE AMBUSH:

Constantius’s forces trap
Magnentius's troops in a stadium,
sealing the doors and slaughtering
them with darts from above.

THE HEROICS:

Menelaus, the Armenian
horse-archer, who could
“with one shot hit three men.”

ZOSIMUS'S VERDICT:

“Victory itself was scarcely an
advantage... the Romans being so
much weakened as to be totally
unable to resist the barbarians.”
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THE SUICIDE OF THE BARBARIAN USURPER

|
Trapped and unable to retreat - Of Barbarian extraction, but
to Gaul or Africa, Magnentius lived among the Leti.
chooses suicide over capture. - Bold when favoured by
- Bold when favoured by fortune,
but cowardly in adversity.

- Ingenious in concealing his
natural evil disposition.

DELPHI ﬁ CLASSICS

&1 NotebookLM



THE CYCLE OF PARANOIA

THE MECHANISM OF RUIN:
Sycophants like Dynamius and Picentius
fabricate plots to advance their own
stations.

THE VICTIM:
Gallus (Caesar) is accused of treason,
stripped of his robes, and executed.

ZOSIMUS’S OBSERVATION:
Constantius had “imbrued his hands in
the blood of his relations” yet again.
The Empire is consuming itself.
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THE GATES LEFT OPEN

: Invasions of the
THE STRATEGIC FAILURE:
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~ 1. Constantine removed the frontier guards.
Western

2. The civil wars (Mursa) depleted the legions.

3. The result: The Scythians, Goths, and Franks
plunder the Empire with impunity.
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THE BARBAREINBYNV.NDIO)

CIAUDIAN:SWVIEW:
The Barbarian (Stilicho) is the
cure. He is the “faithful dog”

(Molossian) hunting the wolves.

iZosimusiclaimsiare destr

Z0OSIMUS’S VIEW:

The B: are the divi
Inish for )| the
ods. They are a flood let in by
on the vel
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ARY:
CLAUDIAN applied the makeup: Z0OSIMUS diagnosed the disease:
Using poetry to create an illusion of A moral and spiritual collapse initiated
Invincibility even as the legions failed. by the rejection of tradition.
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THE END OF THE CYCLE

“The Roman empire... degenerated
insensibly into barbarism.”—

The marble statues of Claudian’s poetry remain beautiful, but they

stand in the long shadow cast by . The 110-year
cycle was broken, and the had arrived.
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