THE GOTHIC SAGA: FROM THE WOMB OF NATIONS TO THE THRONE OF ITALY

A synthesis of the ancestral memory of Jordanes and the tactical military history of Ammianus Marcellinus.
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This is not merely the story of Rome's fall, but of a civilization's rise. We trace the Goths from their mythical origins
on the frozen island of Scandza to their collision with the Roman Empire. Through the romanticized lens of the

Gothic historian Jordanes ("Getica”) and the gritty, critical eye of the Roman soldier Ammianus Marcellinus
("Roman Antiquities”), we witness how a refugee crisis transformed into a new world order.
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%gTHE PROTAGONISTS OF A BROKEN WORLD
-3 THE INSIGHT S

he Goths were not mindless

destroyers, but the complex
&l inheritors of the Western

Empire.

Their journey moves from the e

il ‘Ordinary World’ of the north,
¥/  through the

A ‘Inciting Incident’ of the
Hunnic invasion, to the &
‘Climax’ of Hadrianopolis. E&i

#0) ] ORDANES (The Soul): ‘[;4

O Provides the lineage, the  |ZEAN

1'1::::1}1111}r of the Amali and the terror of the Huns, the

Balthi lines, and the grand the corruption of Roman

scope of migration. officials, and the tactical
realities of 4th-century

warfare.
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H FROM THE WOMB OF NATIONSE{»
<3 THE NARRATIVE &=

¢ SCANDZA: Described by Jordanes as a “hive of
races or a womb of nations.”

¢ THE DEPARTURE: Under King Berig, the people
crossed the Baltic in three ships to land at
Gothiscandza.

o THE TRIBAL SPLIT: il
> Ostrogoths & Visigoths: Descendants of the
swift ships.
> Gepidae: Descendants of the slow, lagging ship

(deriving their name from ‘gepanta’, meaning
slow/stolid).

@Rl HE LONG MARCH 4%

E2.88 Under King Filimer (5th King), they migrated to
Scythia (Oium). The journey was so arduous that a
bridge collapsed behind them, physically cutting off
their retreat and sealing their destiny in the South.
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PHYSICS AND THE PILLEATI

<*3

|

—=3 Jordanes on Gothzc Culture. g-;;;—
OF DICIN EUS
,¢.
pﬂsopher Dicineus
They learned to live
to scan the heavens,

»g PHILOSOPHY,
THE WISDOM

1@)| Refuting the E 7

P8\ barbarian trope, the l | &

taught the Goths logic,

. physics, and astronomy.

“naturally under laws of

their own” (belagines) and |

understanding the 346

stars of the zodiac.

-3 SOCIAL HIERARCHY &=
B

5@ Capillati: The
AL Y common DEDDIE:
- valued for their

w5 eg The Amali: The
&= royal line of the

Pilleati: The tiara-
wearing priests
and nobles from
whom kings were
chosen.

boldness.

Ostrogoths.

The Balthi: The royal
line of the Visigoths

(The ‘Bold’).
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«egTHE SCOURGE OF GOD ARRIVES}»

“Two-legged
g beasts” glued to
their horses.

M| They fight from

il a distance with

6| bone-tipped

@ missiles and use
cloth lassos to
entangle enemies
8| at close range.

l Filimer exiled witches (“Haliurunnae”) into
N the wilderness. There, “unclean spirits” embraced |
dithem, birthing the Huns—described as a “stunted, ';
.;_ff puny tribe” Wlth speech scarcely human ‘

<3 COSEQLJCE o

The Ostrogoths (Greuthungi) are crushed. King Ermenrichus commits
suicide, unable to face the “storm of snows from high mountains.”
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The Appeal: Visigoth
leaders Fritigern and
Alavivus beg Emperor
Valens for asylum in
Thrace, inThrace,
promising peace and
military auxiliaries.

e ALNCH 9

The Crossing: A chaotic
scene on rafts and tree
trunks. The river,
swollen by rains, claims
many lives.

THE STORM DRIVES THEM TO THE DANUBE

Source: Ammianus Marcellinus

A\SV/A ALENS’ FATAL |f
QY ERROR: He  |f
sees the refugees
not as a threat, but
as a goldmine. By
recruiting Goths,

il he plans to save

il gold from his own

il provincial levies.

He invites the wolf
into the sheepfold.
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<3 A DISGRACEFUL TRAFFIC: DOGS FOR CHILDREN F-

THE CORRUPTION
| ?M
B THE VILLAINS: Roman

Generals Lupicinus and
Maximus.

== THE CRIME:

&= Profiteering from
famine. They forced
the Goths to trade
their own children into
slavery for dog meat.

“A slave would be bartered
for a loaf of bread or ten
pounds of meat.”
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<3 THE SPARK &=
S CAIGINI
Il ARCIANOPOLIS:
Lupicinus invites Fritigern
to a banquet while
slaughtering Goths outside.

(Bl THE ESCAPE: Hearing
the cries of his people,
Fritigern draws his sword
to escape the dinner trap.
He rides out to “quiet the
people,” but instead,
leads the revolt. The
refugees become an army.
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ﬁgARROGANCE ON THE ROAD TO HADRIANOPOLIS

) e LGN
Escalation: Goths
ravage Thrace, joined

by escaped slaves
and gold-miners.

Valens’ Envy:
Jealous of his
nephew Gratian’s
victories in the West,
Valens desires a
triumph of his own.

YRR

Battle of Sahces
r/a@@@a,
f/ 2N (\,h\_, (Blundy me)

M"’M
Intelligence Failure:
Roman scouts report
the Gothic force at only

10,000 strong—a gross
underestimation. N
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The Decision: Despite
warnings to wait for
reinforcements,
Valens orders an
immediate attack to
secure the glory for
himself.
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<3 AUGUST 9, 378 AD: THE HEAT AND THE WAGON CIRCLE

ROMAN LINE
deployed but disordered.
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Smoke drifting
toward Romans

=

THE CONDITIONS \&

o Exhaustlon Romans
marched over rough ground

from noon to the eighth

hour under blazing sun. N

e Thirst: Men and horses ” ;
tormented by hungerand ¢
severe thirst. "

o The Trap: Fritigern stalls
with negotiations while
the Gothic cavalry
(Alatheus and Saphrax)
returns from foraging.
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»{ THE THUNDE

RBOLT AND THE SLAUGHTER

Gothic Cavalry and Alani

descend “like a thunderbolt
near high mountains,”
smashing into the Roman flank.

W

The Roman Left Wing '

The Roman left wing is crushed
against the infantry. The press is
so tight soldiers “could not draw
their swords” or even pull back
their arms.
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e ALIGIN
Ammianus’s Account

Dust clouds obscure the
sky; arrows find marks
blindly. The ground is
“slippery with blood”.

e Ammianus compares
the massacre to Cannae.
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Valens’ body was never found. Two
accounts survive:

o
| T
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Account I: He fell among common

g A soldiers, struck by an arrow.

ﬁe%”w,,f /lillmWWLIi NSEET Account II (Poetic Justice): Wounded,

'. “?w ¢ -'; Iil‘i_li"’-—_'!-—'g?hi '.,.;I-:.} RN, :-.":t ; % N 7 ) = - ?

YA R T T NG i) he was carried to a peasant's cottage. The
" Goths, unaware the Emperor was inside,

set fire to it. Valens, who had burned

Gothic villages and refused them food,
perished in the flames.
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The Goths, lacking siege engines, fail to take Hadrianopolis but turn
to ravage the countryside, joined by Huns and Alani.
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¥ -] THE SACK OF ROME AND THE RIVER GRAVE F&

i

) Jordanes.

THE SACK (410 AD)

Alaric (of the Balthi) leads the Visigoths into
[taly. They enter Rome not as destroyers,
but as Christian conquerors. Alaric orders

no holy places be harmed and the city not
be burned.

THE BURIAL

To keep Alaric’s grave secret, the river

Busentus is diverted. He is buried with vast
treasures in the riverbed. The waters are
turned back, and the slaves who
performed the work are slain.
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‘ ‘ .ag THE SHIELD OF THE WEST: CATALAUNIAN PLAINS
%

W

ATTILA THE HUN
(‘Scourge of all lands’)

heX | VISIGOTHIC KING
P THEODORID

The Battle: A clash of “countless races” where the refugees become the defenders of Europe. ;
The Sacrifice: King Theodorid is trampled to death by his own men while rallying them
The Outcome: Attila is checked and retreats behind his wagon circle. A7)
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& -*J THE END OF EMPIRE, THE BIRTH OF A NEW WORLD 2%~ 38
\ N . i"r

3475 Alﬂj Odoacer deposes Romulus Augustulus. *'

The Western Roman line ends.

x; -

Theodoric the Great (Amali line) || THE RETURN
sent by Zeno to reclaim Italy. &

o 1 Under Theodoric, the Goths rule
\THE SYNTHESIS| { ftaly not as destroyers, but as

preservers of Roman law.

The journey from the ‘womb of nations’ is complete.
The Goths are now the masters of Rome.
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PEACE WITH WALLS

The Gothic saga challenges the simple narrative of “barbarian invasion.”
They were driven by the Huns, betrayed by Roman greed, and forged in the fire of Hadrianopolis.

Rome fell not merely because the Goths were strong, but because Rome had lost its own
moral center—succumbing to avarice and envy.

The classical world did not simply end; it was absorbed and transformed by
the vitality of the north. The Goths were the bridge to the Middle Ages.
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