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A Tactical Dossier of the High Empire. The marble of the Senate resting
Primary Sources: Pliny the Younger, Letzers (Book VII); Cassius Dio (Books LKV[II LXIX). g o on the iron of the Frﬂﬂﬂﬂ" :
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THE WITNESS: ' THE CHRONICLER:
PLINY THE YOUNGER CASSIUS DIO

Representative of the Domus (Home) ~ Representative of the Castra (Camp)
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THE MILITARY ARISTOCRACY

Subject: Calestrius Tiro

Connection to Pliny:
Served together in the armys;
Quaestors at the same time.

<.,

fe served together in the army, and were
Quaestors at the same time to Caesar.”

— Pliny, Letter XVI (To Fabatus) ’ ,
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e _Engagement: Battle of Tapae (101 AD) | Subject: Coping Mechanisms
Enemy Tech: The Dacian Falx (Curved two-handed sword) |

Roman Counter-Tech: Reinforced cross-braced helmets, | “Some time affter, when I returned from the army, in the Island
Manica arm guards. of Icaria.... I composed some Latin elegiac verses.”
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| — Pliny, Letter IV




THE LEGAL BATTLEFIELD
While the legions fight for ground, the

administration fights for order.

* Case File: The Bithynians vs. Varenus
* Prosecution: Nigrinus

* Defense: Pliny

* Status: Stalemated

€€ ‘A very singular and remarkable accident bas
happened to Varenus, the consequence of which
is yet in suspense.”” — Pliny, Letter VI (To
Macrinus). b D,

-

© A delegate from that province is arrived, who has’
~ brought with him a decree of their assembly; copies of
% which he has delivered to Caesar, to several of the
. principal persons in Rome, and to us the advocates for
Varenus... that Varenus might be compelled to produce
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OBJECTIVE

} Regicide & Annexation

Target: King Decebalus (Suicide)

2l Result: Total Erasure of Dacian State
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THE SEC@N DAC WAR (ﬂ@Spﬂ@@ AD))

THE COST

50,000+ POWs Enslaved
Industrial-scale slaughter

[mport: 165 Tons of Gold

THE ECONOMY (PLINY) {4

While civilization ends in Dacia, land
prices fluctuate in Rome.

“You are so much the move desirous to kenow whether

I am inclined to ratify what be bas done [selling an
estate for 700,000 sesterces].” — Pliny, Letter X1




THE SENATOR’'S HEALTH

Quote: “This obstinate distemper which hangs upon you,
greatly alarms me... I lmow how extremely temperate you
are.” — Pliny, Letter I (To Restitutus)

Regimen: Bathing, anointing, waiting for fever to abate.

1R .21 | Contrast: The legionary has no lusury of “temperate habits.
P ﬁ:’he Empire’s health is bought with the soldier's sickness.
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Theater: Mesopotamia & Armenia
Enemy: Parthian Empire (Osroes I)

|| Tactical Fail: Heavy Cavalry vs. Infantry
: logistics

.........

Pliny’s Burden: “I am immersed in the
; business of my post; I devote myself to the
g 8| service of my friends; now and then I study.”
a1 — Pliny, Letter XV
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Tramlt Hub:

“Tiro is now setting out
Ticinum

The Cursm Publwm | for Baetica... passing
SRR | || through Ticinum.”
3 — Pliny, Letter XVI

Analysis:

The governance of the
world relies on the r
constant movement of i%
the ofhicer class.

=2+ Destination: Baetica (Spain)
B AETIC A - Source of Grain & Emperors




117 AD: THE STRATEGIC WITHDRA

A
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THE POLICY O
RETRENCHMENT

Action: Abandonment of
Armenia & Mesopotamia.

Domestic Impact: The
“Generals” Plot” - Execution
of four consulars.

Visual Motif: Maps burned.
Gold turns to stone.

The Era of Expansion ends.
The Era of Defense begins.
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| ENGINEERING TR g s N CIVILIAN
| SPECS 8 = ais | B | COUNTERPOINT

| * Milecastles: Every | RNy L 3 A A Pliny writes of the choice
Y mile i AR s T . - \_ e between the bustling city and
iy the quiet country, unaware of

* Turrets: Two between the soldier’s desolate exile.

each milecastle

* The Vallum: Rearward . 4 e LN : " ; ) ‘ | “Are you determined then to

defense ditch i R '- o (E ' | pass your whole time between

| e : = o~ | ' Lucania and Campania? ... It

is time, however, you should
revisit our troubled scene.”

— Pliny, Letter I1I (To Praesens).

* Purpose: Psychological
dominance / Prison of
duty




220 Pro 3: POETRY IN THE TRENGI

(@ CULTURAL
CONTEXT

Garamond Premier Pro,

Genre: Hendecasyllabic Poetry

“It is a very advantageous practice...
to translate either from Greek into
Latin, or from Latin into Greek.”
— Pliny, Letter IX (To Fuscus).

Analysis: Even as the legions dig
in, the Roman mind turns to
structure and meter. Art is the
justification for the Empire’s
violence.
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| THE BAR KOKHBA REVOLT (132-136 AD)
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likely destroyed) { M et i IR\ _ ]egmns are well
e Imperial Reaction: Hadrian [{§§ [\ VAl Y N7 v & T | | from dlSPE.tChES.
deletes the standard “I and ANCEE || TR | S ‘ |

the leglons are well” from | o ol ([ N = <) A
dispatches. 8 \ 2= 2V /N [ «Outcome:

| * Outcome: Scorched Earth. § VIR — v \W NS Scorched Earth.
Judea devastated. e B~ RL (g ae R RADNWS= 7\ Judea devastated.

The Civilian Interludes cease. There is no witfy letter from Pliny:
s to contextualize this. There is only the mud and the blood. 8
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“History... is written for truth and hﬂnesty, &)
not for dlsplay — Phny, Letter XVII f) '
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Bullt on Iron. Pa1d in Blood. Remembered in Marble




