THE ZENITH: [ F—— : THE TWILIGHT:
ORDER & PROSPERITY. 1, THE THESIS OF ZOSIMUS (Sth—ﬁth Century m) BN F DECAY & ABANDONMENT.
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I:l th; n{m:'l ':'tflts p:}:'r“’ the f:].lpf:: F | Unlike Polybius, who chronicled how Rome conquered the world in fifty-three years, Zosimus ﬂtﬂ [?::::’E]jrfu !};ﬂ"datrf:t t[h: t:;:_; }I: '::'5]‘
s A o O | writes to demonstrate how, through negligence and the abandonment of ancestral rites, the Romans N ek SO c SIpie tron
unwavering military strength, and divine within, leading to ruin and barbarization,

' lost their empire in an equally short span. .
' P g P as the marble crumbles under the weight

favor, mirroring the perf'ectinn of its j | : :
marble monuments. ! | The Core ent: The decline was not an accident of fate, but a consequence of spemﬁc human of time and human failure.

i failures: the neglect of the gods, the corruption of the magistracy, and the barbarization of the legions.
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E i Sibylline Oracle:
i 4 _\ “But when a hundred years Sa::nﬁce :::-Fblack victims \ “. Cycle Neglected under
N\, . and ten are past... (bull and heifer) to Pluto - Constantine. :
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" 7OSIMUS ON THE DECLINE -

Zosimus argues that the empire’s longevity depended on the strict obsenrancej' 4
A of the Saecular Games, performed every 110 years to appease the infernal deities. ||
§ After the games were neglected during the rise of Christianity, Zosimus writes: |-
|| “From that time, affairs declined to their present unfortunate condition... 81/
| _and the empire degenerated insensibly into barbansm i
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2 - Moral Decay: The Humiliation
The Pantomimus Emperor Valerian captured by
Wi~ The introduction of the Sapﬂ;'ll{ing nf%’ersia——d)ring
Pantomimus (dancers imitating | : _ as a slave In a foreign court

" everyone) is cited as a marker = it A stain on the Roman name ’f
&t of the corruption of Roman /_ F - never before witnessed.
g1 masculinity and discipline.
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The Fragmentation The Auction
Posthumus seized the Ceits; Discipline collapsed so thoroughly (=

Odonathus and Zenobia that the Pretorians auctioned the

carved out the East. empire to the highest bidder
{Didms Iullanus}
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| The Vacuum of Power b 74 h '

¥ While Rome faltered, Odonathus and his wife gr m i
: | Zenobia protected the East. After his death, wﬁ
i Zenobia “assumed the courage of a man,’ m
i conquering Egypt and threatening Chalcedon. | i
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~ The Restoration under Aurelian [ AR - QUbRAL. 2 - o il <
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Emperor Aurelian (“Restorer of the World”)

*|  marched East, utilizing tactical discipline to

‘ tire out the heavy Palmyrene cavalry
before counter-attacking, 4

The Omen of the Fall

" The Apollo Sarpedonius oracle predicted
~ the inevitable: “One falcon
many doves commands.”
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CONSTANTINE AND THE
INNOVATION OF RUIN

The Turn to Christianity

Unlike Christian historians who view him as a savior, Zosimus
views Constantine as the architect of ruin. He claims
Constantine embraced Christianity not for enlightenment, but
for absolution from crimes no pagan ritual could cleanse.

The Crimes:

- Execution of his son Crispus (suspicion of incest).
- Suffocation of his wife Fausta in an overheated bath.

The Consequence:

When pagan priests offered no lustration for such blood, an
Egyptian promised that Christian doctrine “absolved from all
sin immediately.” Constantine thus abolished the ancient rites,
severing the bond between Rome and its protecting gods.
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Diocletian’s
Defense
Constantine’s
Defense _
» , ( Weakened Borders / Soft Troops 1 _3,\
{H.-l. | = : . — . : ‘ - g
| Military Decay !"Hi Economic Oppression || Geographic Drain
Legions were removed from frontier | The Chrysargyron (Gold and /Il The founding of Constantinople was a
fortresses and stationed in peaceful ‘ Silver Tax) was so oppressive that | ||| vanity project that drained the treasury
cities, where they grew effeminate, “fathers prostituted their and required required massive fleets to
addicted to shows, and left the | daughters” to pay the collectors. | feed, creating a “home for luxury”

_ empire exposed to Barbarians. ) F —1Y at the expense of the empire.



THE EROSION OF MARBLE

THE PHILOSOPHER IN PURPLE

The Last Hope

After the bloody succession of Constantius II (who murdered his
kin), Julian was the sole survivor. Summoned from Athens, a
student of philosophy and reluctant to rule, he was sent to Gaul.

The Contrast
Constantius II: Suspicious, cruel, influenced by eunuchs.
Julian: A man of learning, frugality, and military genius.

The Impossible Assignment
Sent to Gaul with only 360 men who “knew only how to say their
prayers,” he was expected to die against the Germanic hordes.

EXHIBIT: ROME'S LAST BREA"‘"E; m
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tﬁ\ﬁ B . l - The Robber-Hunter: Employed
r Lo og Yo © Battle of Arnentnratum 1| “King of Robbers” Charietto to
1€ : ; Ay
/ Julian routed the Alemanni | use guerilla tactics. Sy
it against massive odds. | N
Enemy Dead: 6,000+ | - Logistics: Rebuilt a fleet of 800 ,
Roman Discipline Restored. ¢ ships to bring corn from Britain
e i up the Rhine.
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- The Result: The soldiers,
seeing a leader who fought
alongside them and lived
frugally, proclaimed him
Augustus.
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The Grand Tragedy Begins

Julian invades Persia with

65,000 men. A journey deep

into hostile territory, aiming for

Ctesiphon.

The Omen

At the ruins of Dura, the
army discovers the tomb of
Emperor Gordian—a grim

g warning of emperors who die
in the East. Zosimus notes
Julian proceeded “without
encouragement from the
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The Burmng of the Fleet:
| No Retreat.

EXHIBIT: ROME'S LAST BREATH E‘%‘%ﬂ, I
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The Shameful Peace

The army elected Jovian. To
save the starving legions, he
agreed to the “Thirty

Years Truce,” surrendering
the five provinces beyond the
Tigris and the impregnable

The Event

During a chaotic rear-guard
skirmish, Julian rushed into
battle without armor. He
was struck by a spear and

died at midnight.

fortress of Nisibis.
— Zosimus’s Verdict ——g
4 s ‘ . 9
' “The Romans had never before given up any of their dominions...
B The death of Julian deprived us of them all.” »y
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Valentinian and Valens
'Ihe Tripod Cnnspwacy ' Domestic Decay
A séance predicted the next 2 R ANt I ronens
emperor’s name started ’ AR P g bt
with “THEOD: Q‘ _ - increasing tributes.
In response, Valens | ’ - 2
IS DI el & S | ’ Valens: Weak, influenced by
literate class. Philosophers X | . d N
were executed, libraries 4 L~ | . gunuensancisycophants

burned, and “the roads like Festus.

were more crowded than
l the cities” with prisoners.

e | ‘
P sl
== |

L EXHIBIT: ROME'S LAST BREATH @%W |

—— e e — T T " &\ NotebookLM



|
LL

. aaaa———

[HELE OS ONOL M\/NRJLE
THE UNKNOWN NATION

i The Displacement

’Ihe Huns, desmbed by e
‘
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Zosimus as “a barbarous
nation unknown” living
perpetually on horseback

crushed the
Scythians/Gotbhs.
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' The Fatal Error ]

The survivors fled to the
banks of the Ister. Valens
admitted them into the
Empire. Roman officers,
blinded by lust and greed,
traded food for slaves and
women instead of
disarming the refugees. The
starving Goths retained then'
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! The Omen of the
Beaten Man

On the road to battle, the
army passed a prodigy: a
body lying as if beaten
from head to foot, eyes
open but motionless.
A sign that the Empire
would be “beaten and

| wh1pp ed until it expired.”
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HEEROSIONIOL M\/A\JRQ LIS
THE CATACLYSM AT ADRIANOPLE
|:ﬁThe Battle l
Valens ignored advice to wait

for reinforcements. The
Roman army was annihilated.

The Death of an Emperor

Valens fled to an unfortified
cottage. The Barbarians set it
on fire, and the Emperor of
Rome was consumed by

‘. flames, his body never found. |
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THEODOSIUS AND THE HOLLOW VICTORY
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Gt A i Military Suicide [

He allowed Barbarians to
defect into the Roman
army en masse. They
outnumbered the
disciplined troops and
had no loyalty. When |
they deserted, the army |
collapsed. Theﬂdosms was !
left buying peace with |
tributes rather than steel. };‘
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" Admmlstratwe Rot [|
' Theodosius expanded =
the imperial kitchens

with “legions of cooks.”

Governorships were sold
to the highest bidder

(“goldsmiths wearing
ensigns of magistracy”).
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THEER®S

THE PROPHECY FULFILLED

_..I'rl.

- Faith Abandoned: The protection of heaven withdrawn.
- Virtue Monetized: Public office became a transaction.
- Frontiers Erased: The barriers of Diocletian dismantled.

“The Empire, having become the sport of the Barbarians, degenerated insensibly,

until it was reduced to that condition in which we now behold it.” — Zosimus
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