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" THE LAST SHIELD OF ROME

The Rise and Fall of Stilicho

A TRAGEDY IN THREE ACTS In the twilight of the 4th Century, one man held the weight of the Western world on his

3 shoulders. Flavius Stilicho was the “Standard-bearer” of Rome, a figure mythologized as a
% Synthesizing the panegyrics of the poet Claudian demigod by poets and scrutinized as a tyrant by historians. This is the story of the last time \.1
with the grim histories of the late Empire. Rome was truly defended—and what happened when that defense was betrayed. A
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THE STANDARD-BEARER FALLS
AND THE WORLD DIVIDES
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Upon the death of 395 AD
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. ARCADIUS L Alaric, are restless
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the empire is

severed. The old
“Standard-bearer”

is gone. The

* The Opportunity:

governance of the For a capable
world is left to guardian, this is a
stage for glory. For .
two yﬂung, a usurper, a
inexperienced sons. playground for
corruption.

== The world is teetering... the reins have passed into another s hands. =
— Claudian, On Stilicho’s Consulship
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A MONSTER MORE SAVAGE
¥ THAN THE HYDRA

The poet Claudian does
not paint political rivals;
he paints monsters.

The rise of corruption in
the East is described as a
plot by the Furies.

Allecto, the Fury of War,
summons a hideous
council” including
Envy, Discord, and
Avarice to destroy the

Roman peace.
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TARGET:

.

* Position:
Praetorian Prefect
of the East.

* Nature: An agent
of chaos who
“mingles perjury
with ceaseless
cajolery” and
“strives to destroy. ||
every citizen
of Rome.”

> “I have a monster more savage than the hydra brood... Rufinus. Him will I introduce =

to the kingly palace of the emperor of the world.” — Claudian, Against Rufinus
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A demigod sent || ¥ 1 Y/ (M AN = )= e g B Y § | A soldier of
by the stars. i gl il RAGAFANI 1) | AN BEASMEONS. | | Vandal origin.

“No wing bore thee [| N\l {VA )N s\ S\ e INRA [ [l » A pragmatist who |
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~— Clemency: “Thou forgivest the Good Faith: “Make thy countenance  Patience: “Strengthens thy body so . |
guilty even before they ask.” the sure mirror of thy mind.” that it seeks never to yield to toil.” "

& NotebooklLM



RETAKING THE SCORCHED,
POISONOUS SOUTH.

Gildo, the rebel
governor of Africa,
threatens Rome

LOGISTICAL
MASTERY

not with swords, || * Stilicho organizes
. | a massive counter-
but ?ﬂth hunger, strike. He equips
cutting off the two fleets
rain supolv. lll simultaneously:
g PPLy | one of corn-ships ||
Il to feed the city, one ||
The “scorched | of men-of-warto ||
poisonous south” b ek
declares war on [ © He saves thecity |§
e e ] from famine before ||
the hls‘:lp Ine the battleiseven ||
north.

A fought.

The Scnrched Pmsunﬂus Sﬂlltl‘l

“To lose a possession stirs a heavier pain
than never to have had it.” — Claudian

“ Recwer}f of Libya. |.
Restoration of the grain dole )
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CROSSING THE

N
\ FROZEN DANUBE | ¥
E_ While others i ¥ ?}

THE DUAL
LENS /

huddled over fires,
Stilicho waged

the “Winter War”

1 The Poet's View:

¢ / Mars and Bellona
against Alaric and A (gods of war
""""" erson Y dI'ness
the Goths. Stilicho's chariot for
this campaign.
He crossed the | « The Historian's Note: ||
|| Zosimus notes the =

frozen Danube, srategic gan]:ble:d -
« : . icho weakened the ||

thrustlng aside Rhine frontier to save ||
the frozen . || Ttaly—a decision that |}

; | would have grave

branches... with . gﬂﬂSquflm:ES later,

. - T | ut saved Rome in
his fa£ gleaming (RS GRS Pt -\ !J | # momens
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THE APOTHEOSIS: 400 AD
Restoring Dignity to the Consulship
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It is the year 400 (i ssaintati=
AD. The wars are leiaman
won. Stilicho
accepts the
Consulship,

the highest honor
in the Roman
world.

| SYMBOLISM: |

|| * The goddess
Roma is
personified in
the text, urging
Stilicho to wear ||
the toga over his |
armor: 'f
“The garb of
Latium covers
his breast and
the toga graces
| ||| what erstwhile
| [l thecuirass
protected.”
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<= —— “The consul has restored its dignity to the consulship.” ——— ==
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12> THE SPECTACLE OF DIANAS HUNT

To celebrate the
Consulship, Rome
stages games that

exhaust the
wonders of the
natural world.
Diana and her
nymphs are
summoned from the
wild to stock the
amphitheater.

OF EMPIRE

* Grey-spotted leopards |

* Lions of Atlas (who
put the Hesperides to
flight)

* Elephants shorn of
tusks (disarmed for
transport)

* Bears from the N0
caves of Spain L\
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From India to Spain, the natural world bows to the Consul.




- Y THAT ER- YOOKS NOT
ANOTHER'S PROSPERITY

The Golden Age was a fragile illusion. While Stilicho protected the
borders, the “impenetrable mist” of court intrigue thickened.

THE EAST: The Court of
Arcadius, jealous of
Stilicho’s influence, plots

| against him.

THE SENATE: Resents the
reliance on barbarian troops
and the cost of the wars.

THE RUMOR:

Whispers that Stilicho plans
to place his own son,
Eucherius, on the throne.

“The wicked happy and long prosperous and the good
discomforted.” — Claudian’s crisis of faith
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MUTINY AT TICINUM

408 AD — Source: Zosimus / Sozomen
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" THE FINAL ACT

A mutiny engineered OF VIRTUE

by his political enemies
erupts. His most loyal

True to the virtue of |

officers are slaughtered. @ ,, h Clemency extolled by

| , ¥t I, \ the poet, Stilicho |
Stilicho has the power /SRS 45 WY/ | N ) refuses to plunge the |
to strike back—his Y " S ad | empire into civil war |
| barbarian guard is loyal | \JPY ¢ U LN e M to save himself. He
il » and ready to fight a ; N A et goes to Ravenna and
i | W7 civil war. 3 | = o /Y surrenders to the
W /% 3 ey Bl e Emperor’s wrath.
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On the 23rd of August, Count Heraclian

arrives with the warrant for execution.

does not resist.

Stilicho, the man who held the world steady,

| THE POET’S VIEW:

Silence. Claudian
vanishes from the
historical record. The
song ends.

l| THE HISTORIAN'S
l NOTE:

Zosimus records that

8| he died “the most
|l moderate and just of
#l all the men who
| possessed great
I authority in his time.”
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With the ‘Shield’ broken, Alaric marched. Aug 408: Stilicho

: : Executed
Zosimus writes that the Goth marched on
Rome because the only man he feared was dead.
¢ ) - N, Late 408:
The ‘Golden Age’ predicted by the poet turns B .

into the first sack of the Eternal City in 800 years. Unopposed

Il ANALYSIS:

n*, 410 AD:
The internal rot (Rufinus/Envy) eventually

i’ The Sack of
G oo

~..\ eventually destroyed the external defense.
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¥ HERO OR TYRANT? A BALANCED SCORECARD 1

A ?ﬁ":ﬁhm_.r
THE GUARDIAN THE CONTROVERSIALIST
. (Claudian’s View) (Zosimus’s View)
.l BRI
‘\ &= * Restored the dignity of the West. E * Drained the treasury for campaigns. I
| @ * Defeated the rebels Gildo and Alaric. E * Relied too heavily on barbarian mercenaries. E:;l 'i
1l "
- | &= * Ruled with Justice and Clemency. E * Stripped the Rhine frontier to save Italy. i
1 SYNTHESIS A
sl Regardless of the lens, one fact remains: He was the indispensable man. |[g&&& 7/
His death marked the point of no return for the Western Empire. |




|l return; the dark ages arrived.

¥ WHEN THE SHIELD IS BROKEN, THE CITY FAL

The tragedy of Stilicho is the tragedy of Rome.
It is the story of a civilization that
civilization that destroyed its own
protector out of envy and fear.

The laws of Romulus did not

“He was mzsed aloft tbat be ngbt be burieﬂ
ffhwn in more headlong ruin.” — Claud
y /3 ¢ il %




