THE WORLD ACCORDING TO PLINY

A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY OF EUROPE (BOOK III)

- -\} 1."1
v A

An Account of

Counftries, Nations,
Nations, Seas,
Towns, Hawvens,
Mountains, Rivers,
Distances, and Peoples
who now exist or
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Based on “The Natural History” by Gaius Plinius Secundus (77 AD)
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A TASK OF INFINITE NATURE

Pliny approaches the description of the universe
with caution, noting it is a task “not to be rashly
commenced.” He relies only on authors “most

worthy of credit”: Varro, Agrippa, and Augustus.
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@ Boundary East:

River Tanais

(Don)

® Boundary West: i |
Straits of Gades |

8 Status:
The most
beauteous

portion of the

earth.
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 THE THRESHOLD

The Pl]lars of Hercules & T

MOUNT CALPE

(Europe)

he Straits

. Formerly One Mountain

(Dug through by Hercules).
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The Atlantic Ocean pours into the Inland Seas, changing the

face of nature. A ‘small mouth’ for such an immense expanse,

creating breakers and shoals that strike the mariner with alarm.

MOUNT ABYLA

(Africa)

&Y

x = e pmmmE TR SEE— IEWIC e e

| B Strait Length: |
15 miles !

i Strait Wideh:  |f| |

"l 5to 7 miles ol |

Bl il |
dli| = Narrowest il
i Point: |

Between | i

Mellaria and §|

the White ‘'

Promontory F| ‘

o |

! |

| 18 Depth: il |l

Hl  Tremendous || ||

o |

1

A NotebookLM



iy

e T L S
— :

2 o n e s e o

- o .
e T i T
— - - - -
- raa

O 5 . = : -
= |

HISPANIA: THE GRANARY OF MINERALS

A land of mixed heritage—Iberians, e
Persians, Phoenicians, Celts—and & &7
immense natural wealth. The 5

River Baetis glides gently past ey

past towns rich in cultivation.
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CENSUS: |
BAETICA ||

e Total Towns: 175 |fl |

® Roman
Colonies: 9

® Municipal _:;
Towns: 8 ’

e Tributary |
Towns: 120 {!

» Agrippa's |
Length: 475 miles |
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. GALLIA NARBONENSIS
Italy Beyond the Alps 4 o il
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* Length:
370 miles

A region so civilized, cultivated,
and wealthy, it is indistinguishable
from Italy itself. Home to the
Rhone, the most fertilizing stream.

» Breadth:
248 miles
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* Status:
More Italy
than
Province
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. THE HYMN TO ITALY

|
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; e © “Chosen by the providence of the Gods to render even heaven
(| ﬂr%t itself more glorious... to unite the scattered empires of the earth...
to become the mother-country of all nations.”
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e Climate:
Eternal
freshness

» Hills: Sunny
* Thickets:

Free from
danger
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THE ANATOMY OF ITALY
The Augustan Organization: Divided

into 11 Regions. Shaped like an Oak Leaf,

bending left at the top and terminating
in an Amazonian buckler.
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* Total Length:
1,020 miles

o Max Breadth:;
410 miles
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* Center Breadth:
136 miles
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* Coastline Circuit:
3,059 miles
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REGION [: LATIUM & THE ETERNAL CITY

" 'The Head of the World. A city that
| grew from the 3 gates of Romulus

| to 37 gates under the Vespasians.

| It possesses a secret, hallowed name, |

| forbidden to be spoken. 15 dRJJ;;;n;l;rfﬂ uil

r( | Tiberis | e

b (formerly Thybris). i« Wall

| | Circumference:

& . =N 13 2/5 miles

| /s R— [l « Total Extent:

| £ 2! 70 miles (with

e |  suburbs)

{ | | * Gates: 37

b i
| | (Y
;5 l | 53 peoples of Ancient Latium have passed away without leaving traces. g 4:
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. THE TYRRHENIAN COAST
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Legacy & Luxury

(Tuscany)

“Felix illa Campania” (That happy Campania). A coast dedicated
to pleasure, where nature delights in accumulating blessings.

= (Hot Springs)

i =

Vesuvius

] Luxury. (CAMPANIA)

* Region [:

|- Produce: [

Campania

Falernian

Wine, Spelt

 Distance:

Tiber to Macra, || | |
284 miles . J
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- MAGNA GRAECIA

| Th_e_rGreek Shore
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” Brundisium ¥
(Gateway to East) i
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A coast formerly possessed by Greeks. The
narrow bridge to the East, where Pyrrhus

and Varro dreamed of building a causeway.
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il MEASURE-
MENTS

* Crossing
Distance:

225 miles

» Narrowest
Point;
20 miles

(Scylacium)
* Landmark:

Column of
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TI:IE ADRIATIC S Pl__N E
The Valiant Nations

REGIONS 1V, V, VI

SABINES
(Dew-clad hills)
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* Picentines: i
360,000 sworn
to Rome

* Region IV:
The Brave
Nations

* Region V:

Picenum
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CENTINES,

| - Region VI:
{ Umbria

line < =~ — Floating Island/ = 4
.E. Cua_iﬁ f%i Navel Ef [taly §e 5 armm
e U e - The rugged interior. Home to the bravest
nations and the “Ombrii” (Umbrians), the

i ' oldest race in Italy who survived the deluge.
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THE NORTH: THE PO & THE ALPS
The Agnculmral Powerhouse
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* River Len
300 nulesgth

* Tributaries:
30 navigable

streams

J ne Length:
...... L &0 mﬂesgt
* Breadth of
Italy (North):
745 miles

5'ptiem Mana

even Seas)
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gncultural powerhouse. The Po rises
in the Al s, lows 300 miles, receives 30

~2  streams, and forms a vast delta like the Nile.




THE GREAT ISLANDS

Fragments of the Mainland

(Trinacria)
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= = O dangerous fever.
SARDINIA
(Sandaliotis)
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Sicily, severed from the mainland by the sea. Sardinia, shaped like CORSIC

a sandal. The Balearics, famous for slingers and a lack of rabbits. Y
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Circumference:

618 miles

* Sardinia
Length:
188 miles

® Strait of
Messina:
1.5 miles wide




- THE EASTERN FRONTIER

| barrier that demarcates the civilized world from the unknown.

Ilyricum & The Danube

~* ¢ ISTER
s

"'--":-:\:' £

© (1000 Islands) - .

'The rugged coast of a thousand islands and the mighty river
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* [llyricum )
Length:
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530 miles 0
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* Total

Observations:
326
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* Author:
Pliny the Elder [
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e Date:
77 AD
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* Status:
Complete

From the Atlantic Gateway to the Danubian Frontier, Pliny records a world connected by
Roman law, language, and measurement. A snapshot of Europe at the height of the Pax Romana.
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